






Ramping Up for the 
2019 Legislative 
Session

By SK Rossi 
Advocacy and Policy Director

On January 7, 2019, the Montana State Legislature will “gavel in” for 90 days, 
another mad rush to change the laws and regulations that govern our  lives. 
Thankfully, after the November elections, many of our legislative allies are 
returning for another term, including members of the bipartisan coalition 
that killed HB 609 (the anti-transgender “bathroom panic” bill) and legis-
lators from both sides of the aisle who voted for criminal justice reform in 
2017. We will, however, miss the champion of those bills, Senator Cynthia 
Wolken, who left her seat to become the Deputy Director at the Montana 
Department of Corrections.

This will be the last session overseen by Governor Bullock. Bullock has been 
a great ally to the ACLU on many issues – from reproductive freedom, to 
LGBTQ equality, to keeping a close watch on attempts to expand our criminal 
code – and we expect he’ll continue to be in his last term. 

As usual, the ACLU of Montana’s lobbying team will focus a lot of energy on 
killing bills that seek to curtail civil liberties. We expect the fervor around 
the Keystone XL pipeline will motivate opponents of free speech to file bills 
restricting First Amendment rights. We’ll also likely see the usual efforts to 

...with anti-immigrant sentiment higher than we’ve 
seen during previous legislative years – egged on 
by the President – we’re preparing to fight for the 
rights of immigrant friends and neighbors. 



chip away at reproductive rights. And, with anti-immigrant sentiment higher 
than we’ve seen during previous legislative years – egged on by the President 
– we’re preparing to fight for the rights of immigrant friends and neighbors. 
Lastly, after the death of the anti-trans and non-binary bathroom bill and 
ballot initiative – a huge victory for pro-equality advocates – we expect to 
see opponents of LGBTQ equality refocus their energy on proposals that seek 
to justify discrimination against the LGBTQ community under the guise of 
“religious freedom.”

There’s hopeful news too. The ACLU of Montana will lead and support efforts 
to expand civil liberties through criminal justice reform. We will work with 
our allies to further reform the probation and parole system and expand 
mental health and addiction services in Montana. Other proactive efforts 
are in the works, so stay tuned as we get closer to January 7. And, as always, 
please visit our website to learn more about how you can get involved.  

Join us for the ACLU of Montana Lobby Day on 
February 11, 2019.  Learn more and sign up 
at aclumontana.org/lobbyday. 

We’re gearing up for 
the 2019 legislative 
session.
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This report, Set Up to Fail: Montana’s Probation & Parole 
System, and other resources are available online at: 

www.aclumontana.org/en/publications.

Let’s stay in touch! Connect with us for updates and 
ways to take action. Sign up for our emails at 

www.aclumontana.org.
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