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“

Excerpt from the United States 
Declaration of Independence (1776)

We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men are 
created equal, that they are endowed by their Creator 
with certain unalienable Rights, that among these 
are Life, Liberty and the pursuit of Happiness. 
That to secure these rights, Governments are 
instituted among Men, deriving their just powers 
from the consent of the governed, That whenever 
any Form of Government becomes destructive of 
these ends, it is the Right of the People to alter or 
to abolish it.”



T his July 4th marks the 250th 
anniversary of the Declaration of 

Independence – a pivotal moment in 
the fight for democracy and individual 
rights. It was a moment when this 
country made the radical declaration 
that it was not only freeing itself from 
tyrannical rule, but also founding 
a new nation rooted in the idea that 
all men are created equal. We know 
the original definition of “all men” 
excluded many, including Black 
Americans, Native Americans, women, 
and others. Yet over the last two and a 
half centuries, generations of people 
have devoted their lives to ensuring 
that America’s promise of liberty and 
equality extends to everyone. Now, 
250 years later, we find ourselves 
at another defining moment – one 
in which we must decide whether 
to allow our democracy to slide 

backward into authoritarianism, 
eroding hard-fought civil rights and 
liberties, or whether we will once again 
come together to boldly defend our 
freedoms and protect democracy 
and individual rights. 

At the ACLU, we believe the decision is 
simple: it is our turn to pick up the reins 
and continue the fight. It is a privilege 
to be in this struggle alongside all of 
you, knowing that the work we do in 
this moment will help shape the next 
chapter of American history.

We will never stop vigorously 
defending civil rights and liberties 
and working to ensure that the 
promise of liberty and equality 
is realized for all, including our 
2S-LGBTQIA+, immigrant, unhoused, 
Black, and Indigenous neighbors. 

From The
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

The ACLU of Montana team   - Photo by Chasers of the Light
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We will continue working to remove 
barriers so that every person can 
meaningfully access the rights and 
freedoms promised them. 

Today, we are witnessing coordinated 
attacks, not only on our rights, but also 
on our faith in one another. Trump’s 
America is rooted in fear: where the 
powerful go unchallenged, free speech 
is silenced, marginalized communities 
live under threat, and freedom is a 
luxury granted to the few.

But that is not the America we believe in.

We believe in an America where every 
person, regardless of background, 
identity, or circumstance, can live 
freely, safely, and with dignity. We 
believe democracy works best when 
people come together to protect one 
another and hold those in power 
accountable. And we know we can 
only win this fight if WE THE PEOPLE 
stand together in defense of our 
democracy and each other.

The influence of the Declaration 
of Independence on our state 
constitution is undeniable. The 
preamble of the State Constitution 
of Montana firmly established the 
principles of liberty and equality as 
central to our state government:

Upholding those principles and ensuring 
that government does not encroach 
on Montanans’ individual liberties is 
the bedrock of our work at the ACLU of 
Montana. Read on to learn about the 
work we are doing across Montana, in 
every venue, from community meetings 
to the state capitol, to protect the 
foundational rights proclaimed in the 
Declaration of Independence and 
cemented in our state constitution.

Let this momentous anniversary serve as 
a powerful reminder: Despite democratic 
backsliding and growing attacks on civil 
liberties, we have the ability – and the 
responsibility – to continue building 
a more just, equitable, and inclusive 
democracy. Together, we can protect the 
promises of liberty and representative 
government, while building a stronger, 
more representative democracy for 
future generations to come.

PREAMBLE TO THE MONTANA CONSTITUTION 

“We the people of Montana grateful to God for the quiet 
beauty of our state, the grandeur of our mountains, the 
vastness of our rolling plains, and desiring to improve the 
quality of life, equality of opportunity and to secure the 
blessings of liberty for this and future generations do ordain 
and establish this constitution.”

Akilah Maya Deernose
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

- Photo by Chasers of the Light
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A merica’s 250th milestone 
anniversary invites us to reflect 

on this nation’s founding ideals, 
reckon with the promises it made, and 
consider our role in ensuring those 
promises become reality. No matter 
your political affiliation, this moment 
demands a response. With so much at 
stake in our democracy, the work ahead 
to preserve liberty and equality is every 
bit as urgent as it was 250 years ago.

At the ACLU of Montana, we have 
been thinking deeply about what it 
means to be an American citizen at 
a time when our democracy is under 
strain and we are witnessing daily 
abuses of power that push us closer 
toward authoritarianism. 

When you think of citizenship, what 
comes to mind? Too often, we are 
taught to think about citizenship in 
terms of nationhood and borders 
– defining who belongs and who 
does not. It becomes a status tied to 
migration and exclusion, shaped by 
the same anti-immigrant rhetoric that 
is tearing apart communities across 
the country. But what if we thought 
about citizenship differently? What if, 
instead of borders and exclusion, we 
understood citizenship as a verb, one 
rooted in our relationships to people, 

place, and one another? This type of 
citizenship might come from knowing 
your neighbors, contributing to your 
community, and investing in the place 
you call home. It asks not simply 
where we live, but how we show up for 
each other.

Being this kind of citizen – truly 
belonging to a place and community – 
requires civic participation, personal 
responsibility, and collective action. 
Thinking of citizenship as a verb 
reminds us that we all have agency 
in shaping the future and power in 
resisting attacks on our democracy. 
Taking care of one another is a tried-
and-true Montana value.

So, 250 years after this country’s 
founding, we are calling for a renewed 
commitment to action. Every action we 
take to protect civil rights and liberties 
matters, whether that means speaking 
at a city commission meeting or simply 

ADVOCACY,  
POLICY, &  
ORGANIZING 
UPDATES

Sharen Kickingwoman and Khadija Davis, ACLU 
of Montana’s Policy, Advocacy, and Organizing 
Director and ACLU of Montana’s Political 
Strategist, at a March 28, 2026, No Kings rally.
- Photo by ACLU of Montana
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getting to know your neighbor. There is 
no shortage of challenges ahead and 
meeting them will require us working 
together – not only to push back against 
threats to our freedoms, but also to 
help build the future we want to see. 

In the months ahead, you will hear 
more from us about opportunities 
to take action and help protect the 
promise of our democracy. Here are a 
few examples of citizenship in action 
that have inspired hope and helped 
move Montana toward a future that is 
more fair, equitable, and free for all.
 
Championing 2S-LGBTQIA+ Rights:

ACLU of Montana and the members of 
the Free and Fair Coalition, a coalition 
created to advocate for the rights 
of 2S-LGBTQIA Montanans, hosted 
events across the state to celebrate 
Trans Day of Visibility, often observed 
on March 31. We screened the 
documentary Changing the Game at 
Missoula’s Roxy Theater and organized 
a “Walk and Roll” march. These 
events brought people together and 
created space for care, connection, 
and joy, despite the ongoing attacks 
on trans and Two-Spirit people across 
the country and here in Montana. 
During these events, community 
members chose joy — showing up and 
generating it amongst one another.

Exercising Our Rights to Protest: 

On March 28, 2026, thousands of 
Montanans marched at dozens of No 
Kings rallies across the state. ACLU 
of Montana staff, board members, 
and supporters joined protests 
in Missoula – where organizers 
estimated the crowd exceeded 10,000 
people – as well as events in Helena, 
Billings, and many other communities. 
Alongside ACLU affiliates across the 
country, we will continue to support 
peaceful protest, build momentum 
for collective action, encourage civic 
engagement, and provide a launchpad 
for new people to get involved.

Protecting Our Judiciary: 

Montana’s judiciary is facing increasing 
political attacks. The checks and 
balances established in our founding 
documents were created to ensure 
accountability and prevent abuses 
of power, but that balance is under 
siege. As members of Montanans 
for Nonpartisan Courts (MNC), we 
are working directly with Montanans 
across the state to enshrine non-
partisan judicial races into our state 
constitution. This ballot initiative is just 
one of many important issues voters 
will have the chance to decide on in 
November. You can read more about our 
electoral work on page 12.

Two hundred and fifty years into the 
American experiment, we honor our 
past as we continue to evolve. When 
future generations consider the meaning 
of American citizenship on the 500th 
anniversary, we hope the answer is 
clearer: that democracy requires ongoing 
civic participation, shared responsibility, 
and the collective defense of our rights 
to ensure that this country continues 
striving toward a more perfect union.

- Photo by ACLU of Montana

7



T he ACLU of Montana works to 
hold government entities and 

officials accountable to the terms of 
the Montana Constitution, a document 
which builds upon the foundation laid 
by the Declaration of Independence, 
signed 250 years ago this year. As part 
of that work, the ACLU of Montana has 
developed a robust legal presence in 
courts statewide, participating as direct 
parties to lawsuits on a range of civil 
rights issues, from immigrants’ rights 
to protecting Indigenous voting rights, 
while also fulfilling our role as a friend 
of the court through participation 
as “amicus curiae” in various cases.  
As part of our integrated advocacy 
efforts to ensure the government does 
not encroach on Montanans’ civil 
rights, litigation remains one of our 
most effective tools for protecting the 
constitutional freedoms we all value. 
Read on to learn about a few cases 
that exemplify how we are fighting so 
that the promise of liberty and equality 
extends to all Montanans.
Fair and equal access to voting 
is critical to ensuring that our 

representative democracy survives. As 
we head into a consequential election 
season, our legal team is working hard 
to protect access to the ballot box. Two 
cases of particular significance are 
Chippewa Cree Indians of the Rocky 
Boy’s Reservation v. Chouteau 
County and Northern Cheyenne 
Tribe v. State of Montana.

In Chouteau County, we worked with 
the Native American Rights Fund 
(NARF) team to confront the Chouteau 
County Commission, which has not 
had any Indigenous representation 
in more than a decade, even though 
more than 1 in 5 Chouteau County 
residents identify as Indigenous. Now, 
we’ve reached a critical settlement 
agreement that increases the likelihood 
that an Indigenous candidate will 
be elected to the Chouteau County 
Commission: The settlement agreement 
creates one single-member district that 
is “majority-minority,” meaning that 
within that district Indigenous voters 
comprise the majority of the electorate. 
As a result, Chouteau County will 

LEGAL ROUNDUP

ACLU of Montana Civil Rights Staff Attorney Ashlee Rossler speaking on a Know Your Rights panel, March 2026. 
- Photo by ACLU of Montana
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have a board of commissioners that is 
more representative of the County’s 
demographics and the needs of  
Native voters.

In Northern Cheyenne v. State of 
Montana, we successfully challenged 
yet another iteration of a Montana 
law that attempted to hinder Native 
American participation in Montana’s 
electoral process by drastically limiting 
the hours available for Election 
Day voter registration statewide. 
For decades, the Legislature has 
repeatedly diluted the voting power 
of Indigenous voters. This law – SB 
490 – was just the latest example of 
those insidious efforts. Fortunately, 
on Monday, May 11, 2026, the Montana 
First Judicial District Court, Lewis and 
Clark County, issued an order ruling 
that Senate Bill 490, which passed 
during the 2025 Montana Legislative 
session, is enjoined and may not go 
into effect. As a result, voters will 

not lose eight critical hours of voter 
registration on Election Day. ACLU-
MT and our friends at the ACLU and 
NARF worked tirelessly to ensure that 
all Montanans, including Indigenous 
voters, have their constitutional right 
to free and unfettered access to the 
ballot box honored.

In addition to the constitutional 
challenges we have pending before 
Montana courts, the ACLU of Montana 
has also been playing a role in the 
legal arena as a “friend of the court” 
or “amicus curiae.” As a “friend of the 
court,” we can submit briefs to the 
court to share our expertise on the 
subject matter at issue in a case and 
advocate for a specific outcome even 
though we may not be “parties” to 
the case. We have recently filed three 
amicus briefs supporting different 
cases challenging First Amendment 
violations: City of Kalispell v. Doman, 
Held II, and Helena v. Mayfield. 

ACLU of Montana Deputy Director and Legal Director Alex Rate speaking at a Know Your Rights event in Helena, 
January 2026.  - Photo by ACLU of Montana
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Our goal across these cases is 
to demonstrate to the court the 
fundamental importance of upholding 
our right to free speech and expression 
in accordance with the Montana 
Constitution, even when speech may 
be disfavored by government officials.
In Doman, a case currently on appeal 
to the Montana Supreme Court, 
we argued that Shawn Doman was 
punished specifically for recording 
police officers in public, and that 
the restriction placed on his conduct 
was therefore content-based and 
unconstitutional. The case centers 
on the fundamental right to record 
police officers performing their duties 
in public spaces. In Held II, ACLU of 
Montana has partnered with ACLU 
National’s State Supreme Court 
Initiative to argue that SB 97, a venue-
change law, violates Montanans’ 
rights to free speech and expression 
by imposing burdensome procedural 
barriers on people challenging state 
action in court. Lastly, in Helena v. 
Mayfield, ACLU of Montana partnered 
with the Foundation for Individual 
Rights and Expression (FIRE) filing 

an amicus brief arguing that an old 
case (State v. Robinson) should be 
overruled due to its overly broad 
definition of “fighting words.” In that 
earlier case, the Montana Supreme 
Court ruled that arresting someone 
for using profanity while insulting a 
police officer is not a violation of that 
person’s First Amendment rights. 
Across these and other cases, we 
continue to fight for a Montana where 
all people can equally exercise their 
rights to free speech and expression 
without fear of retaliation, so that free 
speech remains the expectation, not 
the exception. 

Nearly 250 years after the Declaration 
of Independence was signed, America 
is facing a severe threat to the 
framework of its democracy. As such, 
we must continue to protect our 
constitutional rights to avoid further 
regression into an authoritarian regime 
that frustrates the promise of liberty 
and equality for all. We will continue 
onward in our mission towards fighting 
for real and meaningful access to civil 
rights and liberties for all Montanans.

10



2026 
ELECTION

I n 250 years of American history, 
how many times do you think voters 

have been told that the next election 
is the most important one yet? While 
that message may sound familiar, it 
does not make it any less true. This 
November’s midterm election will play 
a critical role in shaping Montana’s 
future and the direction of the country 
for years to come. At both the state 
and federal levels, the results of 
the 2026 election will influence the 
political landscape and the policies 
that impact our daily lives. At the 
ACLU of Montana, we are engaged 
in several electoral efforts designed 
to protect our courts and ensure that 
Montanans have the information they 
need to make informed decisions 
about the candidates and issues that 
matter most to them.

The ACLU of Montana is proud to be 
an Executive Committee member of 
Montanans for Nonpartisan Courts, a 
ballot initiative that seeks to enshrine 
the right to nonpartisan judicial 
elections in Montana’s constitution. 
Judges should be elected based on 
their record and qualifications, not 
their political party affiliation. CI-132, 
the official name of the initiative 
that will appear on the November 
ballot, would help ensure that judges 
are accountable to the citizens of 
Montana and the constitution. It limits 
the influence of politicians and special 
interest groups and ensures the 
people of Montana get to elect judges 
who will adhere to the constitution, 
rather than party lines. 

Since the launch of the campaign, 
Montanans for Nonpartisan Courts has 
been endorsed by more than 2,000 
Montanans across 50 counties, and by 
ten in-state organizations (representing 
one in six Montanans). They are also 
endorsed by several highly influential 

ACLU of Montana team members Sharen 
Kickingwoman, Khadija Davis, Akilah Deernose, 
and Cari Kimball at a Montanans for Nonpartisan 
Courts event
- Photo by ACLU of Montana 

SUMMER 2026

11

ON THE BALLOT

https://www.montanansfornonpartisancourts.com/


former justices, including retired 
Supreme Court Chief Justice Mike 
McGrath, and retired court justices Pat 
Cotter and Bill Leaphart. The campaign 
has been actively gathering signatures 
to qualify for the November ballot, and 
we are confident it will succeed.

Another hotly contested race on the 
ballot is the Montana Supreme Court 
race between Amy Eddy and Dan 
Wilson. The race is of the utmost 
importance because the Montana 
Supreme Court makes critical 
decisions that shape state law and 
policy, impacting the daily lives of 
Montanans statewide. The person who 
wins this race will be responsible for 
shaping precedents that will impact 
Montana policy and law for years to 
come. It’s important to stay informed 

about this race and the candidates, so 
you can make an education decision at 
the ballot box.

The ACLU of Montana will also engage 
in key legislative races through voter 
education and public outreach efforts. 
Participating in these elections is one 
of the most direct ways Montanans 
can help shape policies that affect 
their communities and protect civil 
liberties. Between now and Election 
Day, we will work to ensure voters 
have clear, accurate information about 
where candidates stand on the civil 
rights and liberties issues they care 
about most. Like every aspect of our 
work, our electoral efforts strive to 
protect and advance civil liberties for 
all Montanans.

To learn more about elections 
in Montana, and to check your 
voter registration status, visit
sosmt.gov/elections

12
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H aving rights written down on paper 
is not the same as being able to 

meaningfully access them. Everyone 
deserves safety, dignity, and a sense of 
belonging when seeking reproductive 
and pregnancy-related health care. Yet 
far too often, these health care spaces 
reflect the same inequities of larger 
systems of oppression, leaving Black, 
Indigenous, and other people of color 
without the care and support they 
deserve. Maternal health outcomes in 
the United States continue to lag behind 
those of every other high-income nation, 
and more than 80% of pregnancy-
related deaths are considered 
preventable. These failures impact 
families and communities across the 
country and here in Montana.

The Access to Care Initiative is 
an opportunity to reimagine what 
healthcare can look like when it’s 
rooted in justice, community, and 
compassion. This project is designed to 
empower Montanans by providing them 
with the information that they need to 
make informed decisions about their 
reproductive and pregnancy-related 
healthcare and to better understand 
their rights within those systems.

Earlier this year, we concluded the 
listening phase of this project. We 
spoke with dozens of people in their 
reproductive years, as well as family 
members, caregivers, and others who 
support them, to better understand 
what people are experiencing within 

Montana’s healthcare system. Through 
these conversations, we gained valuable 
insight that will help us develop a 
responsive and comprehensive set of 
Know Your Rights resources focused 
on reproductive and pregnancy-related 
health care settings. We are excited 
to begin sharing these materials with 
communities across the state. 

These resources will include birthing 
checklists, Know Your Rights flyers, and 
other educational materials designed to 
reflect the cultures, languages, and lived 
experiences of Montana communities 
while addressing the specific barriers 
to care that many people face. Too 
many Montanans face systemic barriers 
to healthcare that make them feel 
unheard, unwelcome, and unsafe, all 
of which contribute to poor patient 
outcomes. That’s why we need tools to 
empower people with the knowledge 
and expertise to advocate for their own 
health and the health of their families, 
friends, and community members.

Stay tuned for more updates around the 
Access to Care Initiative coming in the 
near future. To make sure you receive the 
latest information, sign up for our email 
list at aclumontana.org/actionsignup

THE ‘Access to  
Care’ INITIATIVE

SUMMER 2026
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DEVELOPMENT HIGHLIGHTS

This summer, the United States 
marks 250 years since the signing 

of a declaration that named freedom, 
liberty, and equality as foundational 
values of a new nation. But we are 
compelled to ask: whose freedom?  
For whom has that promise been  
kept, and for whom does the work 
remain unfinished?

The truth is that those promises 
have never been extended equally to 
everyone. Long before 1776, Indigenous 
communities across this continent 
developed traditions that sought to 
balance the good of the group with 
individual expression and autonomy, a 
complexity that colonization was not 
particularly interested in preserving. 
And every summer, Juneteenth calls 
us back to a basic truth: declaring 
that people are free and being able to 
meaningfully access freedom are two 
very different things. Two hundred and 
fifty years after this country’s founding 
– and more than 50 years after the 

founding of the ACLU of Montana –  
we are still working to close that gap.
Today, we see those challenges in 
sharp relief. Efforts to undermine 
democracy continue through attacks 
on mail-in voting and Election Day 
registration. Montana lawmakers are 
restricting transgender residents’ 
access to health care, identity 
documents, and public bathrooms, 
while also attempting to ban drag 
performances. Meanwhile, the Trump 
administration has empowered ICE to 
detain people through racial profiling 
and has discriminatorily revoked 
student visas and other legal status, 
treating immigrants as villains rather 
than as people with rights. These 
are not abstract policy debates. They 
are attacks on democracy and on 
people’s dignity, safety, and right 
to exist fully in public life. Together, 
we are showing up. We are pushing 
back. And we will keep fighting until 
the promises of liberty, justice, and 
equality for all are realized.

DONOR CORNERSUMMER 2026

‘No Kings’ rally protesters, March 28, 2026 - Photo by ACLU of Montana
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Whether in the legislature, the 
Governor’s office, the courts, or in 
the streets, the ACLU of Montana 
is scrutinizing legislation, filing 
lawsuits, and standing with the 
people whose rights are on the line, 
working not just to play defense, but 
to reimagine a more equitable and 
just Montana. ACLU of Montana was 
built for this moment and this work. 
And all of this is made possible by 
our community of supporters and 
partners, people like you.

The fight for freedom did not begin in 
1776, and regardless of what this year 
brings, it will not end in 2026. People 
have been tapping into their creativity, 
resolve, and brilliance to resist 

authoritarianism and live with dignity 
for as long as abuses of power have 
existed. This is work that has always 
been collective — people joining 
together to show up, speak out, and 
refuse to let the promise of freedom 
go unfulfilled. We are inspired by the 
generations who’ve come before us, 
proud to carry that tradition forward, 
and deeply grateful to do it alongside 
you. Together, we create the power 
that makes this work possible, and 
together, we will keep pushing toward 
the Montana and the America we 
know are possible.

Thank you for making this work 
possible.

A poster from a Montana ‘No Kings’ rally, March 28, 2026 
- Photo by ACLU of Montana
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PAGE

Support Our 
Advocacy Efforts

INTEGRATED ADVOCACY

Integrated advocacy is a hallmark of the 
ACLU of Montana’s work.

F rom responding rapidly to attacks on our civil rights to 
holding the line in the face of sweeping abuses of power, 

integrated advocacy ensures that our Legal team and our 
Advocacy, Policy, and Organizing Department work together to 
maximize our impact. One recent example was our successful 
effort to block House Bill 121, an invasive bathroom ban, from 
taking effect in 2025. 

During the legislative session, our Advocacy, Policy,  
and Organizing Department worked tirelessly to 
oppose House Bill 121. When the bill was signed 
into law on March 27, 2025, our legal team 
acted immediately, filing an emergency 
lawsuit that same day and successfully 
preventing the law from taking effect 
while the case proceeds through  
the courts.

CONSIDER DONATING

SUMMER 2026
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The ACLU Foundation is a 501(c)3 organization and, 
therefore, eligible to receive distributions from most Donor 
Advised Funds.

Because electronic transfers are made without identifying 
the donor, please alert us in advance about the stock 
and the number of shares you plan to give or instruct your 
broker to do so. You may do so by emailing our Development 
Associate Makaya Stone at stonem@aclumontana.org with 
the subject line “Stock Donation” or calling 406-541-0297. 
If you would like to make a gift of securities, instruct 
your broker to transfer stock to the ACLU Foundation of 
Montana through our broker, DA Davidson:

DTC Number: 0361
Account Name: ACLU Foundation of Montana
Account Number: 11249080
Firm Name: DA Davidson

Donor Advised 
Funds

Donations of 
Stock

WAYS TO GIVE

When our legal and advocacy teams work side-by-side with our partners, 
allies, and supporters, we can create lasting change – but we need your help 
to continue this work. Gifts to the ACLU of Montana Foundation, a 501(c)
(3) nonprofit organization, support our litigation and public education efforts. 
Donations to the Foundation are fully tax-deductible to the donor.

The ACLU of Montana, a separate 501(c)(4) nonprofit corporation, supports 
our legislative lobbying and electoral work – important efforts that cannot be 
supported by the Foundation. Contributions to the ACLU of Montana are not 
tax deductible.

Consider Donating
Please consider donating to either the ACLU of Montana Foundation or 
the ACLU of Montana to support this work. Regardless of which area you 
choose to support, please know your partnership is so valuable to our team.

Your gift defends everyone’s 
civil liberties
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IRA Charitable 
Rollover

The IRA Charitable Rollover was made permanent for 
2015 and beyond through a provision of the “Protecting 
Americans from Tax Hikes Act of 2015”. This allows people 
age 70½ or older to make direct transfers up to $100,000 
per year to charitable organizations from their Individual 
Retirement Accounts, without the withdrawal being treated 
as taxable income.

From which accounts can I make transfers?

Transfers must come from your Individual Retirement 
Account(s) directly to the ACLU of Montana Foundation. 
The Charitable Rollover does not apply to 401(k), 403(b), or 
other retirement plans.

To which organizations can I make gifts? 

You may make gifts to tax-exempt, 501(c)(3) organizations, 
including the ACLU of Montana Foundation.

How do I make an IRA Charitable Rollover?

Contact the financial institution that holds your IRA about 
how to instruct them to make a direct charitable transfer. 
You may instruct them to make a distribution to: 

American Civil Liberties Union of Montana
PO Box 1968
Missoula, MT 59806 

Tax ID 81-0445339

Please notify us if you would like a sample letter of 
instruction to send to your financial institution.

Benefit of Giving from Your IRA

Giving directly from your IRA to the ACLU of Montana 
Foundation is not considered a taxable withdrawal. These 
gifts will be tax-free. 

Please note: 

This information is not intended as tax or legal advice. 
We recommend that you consult with your legal and 
financial advisors to learn how a gift would work in your 
circumstances. Laws and regulations governing all gifts 
and availability of certain life income gifts vary by state.
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Providing a future gift to the ACLU of Montana can 
be an opportunity to advance the values that have 
been most important to you in your life. You can 
continue the fight for justice, equality, and fairness 
for future generations. The ACLU offers numerous 
opportunities for planned giving. If you’d like to learn 
more about your options, please contact our Director 
of Philanthropy Cari Kimball.

To make a tribute gift, in honor of someone’s memory, 
please mail a check to our office at: 

ACLU of Montana
PO Box 1968
Missoula, MT 59806

Tribute gifts processed using the national ACLU online 
donation form are not tax-deductible.

ACLU of Montana Foundation Tax ID #:  
81-0445339 (For 501(c)(3), tax deductible gifts.)

American Civil Liberties Union of Montana Tax ID #: 
81-0431527 (For 501(c)(4), non-deductible gifts.)

Legacy Gift -  
Planned Giving

Legacy Gift -  
Tax Deductible 
Tribute

Organizational
Tax IDs

Cari Kimball
Director of Philanthropy

kimballc@aclumontana.org
406.541.0297

FOR QUESTIONS 
CONTACT

Learn more about 
giving options here:
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Our opponents want us divided and 
disoriented. They want us to lose faith in the 
courts, in the law, in each other. By design, 
their attacks aim to pick off one member at a 
time, starting with the most vulnerable. The 
ACLU has the tools and — most importantly — 
the people to fight back. 

CASE FOR SUPPORT

Defending Ourselves 
Against Authoritarianism

THE PEOPLE HAVE THE POWER!

AUTHORITARIAN PLAYBOOK  
GOALS & TACTICS ACLU ACTIONS

Silence Dissent
Systemic use of intimidation 
tactics against the media,
universities, and protestors

Protect free speech 
and mobilize the 
public

Target vulnerable 
communities
ICE raids, invocation of 
wartime powers, and attacks 
on birthright citizenship

Defend immigrants’ 
rights

Upend the rule of law
Attacks on law firms, criticism 
of judges, and renewed efforts
to undermine the election 
integrity

File litigation and 
safeguard elections
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Meet
Makaya 

Stone

Meet
Gavvy

NEW STAFF
We’re pleased to announce our new 
development team member, Makaya 
Stone. Makaya joined the ACLU of 
Montana in September of 2025 as the 
Development Associate. 

Prior to joining the ACLU of Montana, 
Makaya worked with several local 
nonprofit organizations where she 
honed her skills in project management, 
communications, and data management 
and analysis, and developed a passion 
for engaging with donors. Born and 
raised in Montana, the work of the ACLU 
of Montana is incredibly meaningful 
to her, and she is honored to bring her 
professional experience and commitment 
to justice and equity to the team.

In her free time, Makaya enjoys spending 
time outside with her friends and family, 
barre and Pilates, crocheting, reading, and 
trying out new recipes.

SUMMER INTERN
Gâvvy (she/her/ella) is a law  
and Indigenous Studies masters  
student at the University of Kansas. 
Throughout her studies, Gâvvy  
studies tribal sovereignty and tribal 
self-determination; weaving a decolonial 
feminist lens throughout her legal and 
graduate education. Gâvvy hopes to 
become a civil rights attorney after 
graduating from law school working with 
a legal non-profit on civil rights litigation 
with an emphasis on issues affecting 
Indian country! 

Outside of work, you’ll find Gâvvy on a 
walk, blaring Renaissance by Beyoncé,  
or talking about her cat Eldie!

SUMMER 2026
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Add a song  
to our ACLU  
Playlist...

WE ASKED OUR STAFF TO

• AKILAH

Start off my Day 
Like 
Loyalty is Timeless

• ALEX

Marlboro Rojo 
Wassup by Young Mike

• ASHLEE

Wild Things
Alessia Cara

• CARI

Play it Right
Sylvan Esso

• CHASE

BAILE 
INoLVIDABLE
Bad Bunny

• HENRY

Dirty Harry
Gorillaz

• DOUG

Runnin’ Down  
a Dream
Tom Petty and The 
Heartbreakers

• KHADIJA

So Hot You’re 
Hurting My 
Feelings 
Caroline Polachek

• MAKAYA

For What It’s 
Worth 
Buffalo Springfield

• MICHELLE

Isn’t it a Pity
Nina Simone

• SHAREN

A Change is 
Gonna Come 
Sam Cooke
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STAY UP-
TO-DATE
Sign up for our emails at 
aclumontana.org 

Connect with us on ACLU of 
Montana’s social media pages:

@aclumontana 

@aclu_montana

@aclu-mt.bsky.social

PO Box 1968,  
Missoula, MT 59806 

406.443.8590

aclu@aclumontana.org

Scan this QR code or visit  
aclumontana.org/summer2026 
to view this newsletter digitally

https://www.aclumontana.org/
https://www.facebook.com/aclumontana
https://www.instagram.com/aclu_montana/
https://bsky.app/profile/aclu-mt.bsky.social
mailto:aclu%40aclumontana.org?subject=
https://www.aclumontana.org/summer2026

