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ACLU OF MONTANA

P.O. Box 9138
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Attorney for Charging Parties Sweetgrass Society, Amy Murdock and Mia LameBull

MONTANA DEPARTMENT OF LABOR & INDUSTRY
Human Rights Bureau
P O Box 1728
Helena MT 59624
406/444-2798 (fax)

Sweetgrass Society of MSU-Northern
P.O. Box 7751
Havre, MT 59501-7751

Charging Party, HR Case No.

VS.

Montana State University-Northern
Greg Kegel — Chancellor

Colin Miller — Student Senate President
Montana State University

P.O. Box 7751
Havre, MT 59501-7751

Respondents.

COMPLAINT OF DISCRIMINATION

The undersigned, Sweetgrass Society (“SGS”). Amy Murdock and Mia LameBull, state as
follows:

1. SGS is a student organization whose mission is to “unify and provide for communication
among Native American students, to foster a strong sense of cultural identity and to

-1-



_ promote activities that bridge Montana State University-Northern with the community of
Havre and its. Natrve Amerrcan residents.” : : _

2. SGS is an ofﬁcral]y chartered student group at MSU N and is the only Natlve Amerlcan _
student orgamzatron on carnpus PR TIERTE TR -

e .-3_. In September 2016 SGS members notrced that the ‘Hello Walk” steps on campus were
being pamted by other student groups ' ' _ : S

4. The* I—lello Walk” was orrgmally a student art project done on the steps connectrng thc
Tower and upper campus just west of the Student Union Burldmg The purpose of the
_pro_]ect isto greet anyone v1srt1ng the MSU Northern campus

' 5. .SGS had not recerved any pr1or notrce that the steps were berng pamted

EE .'6_,_._'_SGS members were: lnformed that student gr oups could parnt a step or steps ona ﬁrst -
- come, ﬁrst served basrs that very day A

T SGS members noted that other student organrzatlons had pamted multrple steps 50, they
parnted one step with the SGS logo; and another step with the statement, “#NODAPL.”
: #NODAPL is a.call from the Standmg Rock Sroux Tribe to all indigenous commumtxes .
R 'seekmg to defend tribal soverergnty and precrous water. SGS strongly supports the o
ShN #NODAPL movement _ S SR

8. SGS was. unable to complete the palntmg prOJect because the sun had set Members
: _rntended to complete the pamtmg projectin the following days but 1nc1ernent weather
and use of stairs by MSU—Northern students pr evented them from domg 50..

9 On or about November 21 2016 SGS members drscovered that the #NODAPL step had
e been pamted over. by members of the Umver51ty 'S Inter~0rgamzatron Councrl (“IOC”) o
oy 'and/or the student senate. - . _ | 3

[ : .:'10 SGS was accused of vandalrzmg the ‘Heilo-Walk’ steps even thoug,h it had eomplred
e -~ withall student-group directives and had done everythrng 1t eould to complete the
pamtmg pro;ect on .the appornted day and time. - : SR :

= : 11 Other “Hello—Walk” steps were not destroyed Chr—Alpha a Chrrstran student group, e S -
' pamted a brblrcal Verse on one of the steps Chr Alpha S relrgrous statement was not
destroyed ' SACH : S : . .

- j: :12 SGS sent a lettcr to Student Senate Pres:dent Randy Roeber copymg varrous Umversrty % e
- admtmstrators, denying that the group had vandalxzed the step and requestmg that 1t be
i restored to 1ts orrgrnal condrtron e _ e




R 180n the evemng 0

13.0n November 28 2016, Roeber responded: - “It was further discussed with Dr. Rugg and
-.Chancellor Kegel that thisisa political matter that it cannot be advertised on MSUN_
- campus property. - Also according to the IOC minutes there was no naming of who:
__pamted the “4NODAPL” on the- step of the hello walk... The. decision on painting over
- the step was made between myself Colin Millerand our senate. advrsor Tammy Boles as s
- owe dtdn’t know who pamted thts step in the ﬁrst place SR : L :

- 14 The #NODAPL 1ssue was addzessed at the November 28 2016 10C meetmg SGS
: explamed ‘that the step was painted durmg the deslgnated Helio Walk painting fime. -
" Chancellor. Kegel and other members expressed concerns that the #NODAPL message
" “was inappropriate, political and distasteful. Chancellor Kegel explamed that the pubhc _-
. 1mght conclude that #NODAPL was an ofﬁclal posmon adopted by the Umversny

- I:f:'_».._.On November 29 2016 Dean of Students Steve Wxse emalled SGS askmg for a meetmg o -

. to discuss the i issues. SGS 1esponded the: followmg day that because of: scheduhng issues o
~ it would be unable to- ‘meet with Mr. ‘Wise prior to that.evening’s Student Senate Town i

" Hall Meeting. That eveniing, SGS members read a prepared statement regardingthe .
' 'Hello Walk step SGS was unable to read its complete statement ’oecause the stadent -
o :senate abruptly adjourned the meetmg cmng a d;sturbance - : '

| _' :'_.16 Followmg adj ournment of the regular senate meetmg, SGS 1n1t1ated an mformal meetmg S
- to'discuss the issue, SGS members asked Chancellor Kegel if he 'would like to hear the

" ‘remainder of its statement, but Chancellor Kegel declined. He then addressed the | group S

and’ suggested that the #NODAPL statement was overly poht;cal Chancellor Kegel
- ;-suggested that the: #NODAPL ‘message was. akm toa #YESABORTION message '

: __Chanceilor Kegel conciuded by addressmg the SGS presrdent warnmg her to “be _ S

; -careful o

i fi;’i_-‘. :’I he followmg day, Chancel]or Kegel met w1ﬂ1 thc facuity advrsor for SGS Er;ca ‘
R -"_.McKeon—Hanson Chancellor Kegel explamed that he walks' ‘SpORSOIS| ‘and: donors up the
v _*ngello Waik steps every day and he found the #NODAPL statement distasteful

] :'.esday Aprtl 18"‘ SGS restored the #

Annual Little River Institute Indigenous Education Co ference. A mass email was sent

_ODAPL message on thelr step,_':"_:j::. : ::
noon SGS held‘a feed, prayer; and revealing of the step at The2™

o e -'out to the Unlversﬁy staff and facutty on: Apnt 17lh mvrt'” 'g them to Jom SGS at that t1me.:_:- S

_19_ The Cha_ncellor was well aware of the confelence and de not make any attempt to attend.-__ o o

‘. He was able to make an appearance af the reveal of the #NODAPL Step. During the
: reveal he-kept to the background and dxd not acknowledge any of the members i
attendance RESRE I : R I

o lff"'20 Recently there have been othe1 troublmg reports of raclst conduct targetmg Natlve _ R
Amerlcan students at MSU-Northem The faﬂure of the MSU-N admmlstration to A




properly address the #NODAPL issue and. subsequent events has helped create a hostile
learning enwronment for the Chargmg Partles ' )

'21.’Respondents have dlsonmmated aga.mst Chargmg Parttes on the ba31s of race, creed and
' -_polltlcal behefs L _ : :

| : 2_2._'_-Respondents have Vlolated Charglng Partles rights pursuant to the Montana Human o
- Rtghts Act, spectﬁcally Mont Code Ann, §§ 49-2 304 —307 and 308 iy

: 23, Respondents have v1oiated Chat glng Pames nghts pursuant to the Govetnmental Code
- of Fair Practzces Human nghts Act spec1ﬁca}1y Mont Code Ann §§ 49 3~203 and
- 205.

: 24;:.3Respondents have v1olated Charglng Parttes i ghts puxsuant 1o the Montana Constltutmn,_j e
";;"spemﬁcaliy Article 11, Section 7 See;: Grszth V. Buite Schoo] Dm‘ No ] 2010 MT 246 8
.'.358 Mont 193 244P 3d 321 S S . S

25 Respondents have v101ated thetr own free speeeh pohcy

. 26. By thetr unlawfui conduct Respondents have caused Chm gmo Partles harm

27, The c1rcumstances of the unlawful and dtscnmtnatory acts of the Respondents reqmres an | _ '
- -order that will prevent them from actmg ina snntiar dtscrtmmatory and nnlawful manner -

~in the futme
"._:State ofMontana ) _
I ERNE R ._-VE;R]I_?ICA’I_‘-}ON_'

The under51gned states that the facts aiieged in the foregomg Compialnt of _ e
] Dlscrlmtnatlon are. true and accurate to the best of thetr knowledge and behef : P




o ;Subscrlbed gnd sworn to befo1e me . |

fay of_Migu_ 2017
I

B :Notary Publﬂ: : '
o Re31dmg at’ L\q\m mr
. My comm;ssmn exp1res Al

HALE.Y G HAM e
NOT ARY:PUBLIC for the
\ T STATE OF MONTANA,

p Realdlng a1 Havre, Montana
My Commisslon Exph'es
July 28, 2020 L
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